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Minutes of Western Isles District Salmon Fisheries Board Emergency general meeting 

 8th April 2025 at 2pm.

Via Zoom

Present: 
Jason Laing (Clerk to the Board)

Dickon Green (Uig Lodge)
George Morris (Finsbay)
Gail Tunnah (Finsbay)
Donnie Macdonald (Rodel)
Kenny Maclennan (Carloway)

Chris Macrae (Eishken)

Simon Scott (Grimersta)

Apologies 

Richard Kershaw (Soval)
Rebecca Kimber-Danger (Scaliscro)

Chairman’s Introduction
Dickon Green welcomed everyone and thanked all for attending. He mentioned that the main purpose of this EGM was to elect a new chairman and thanked Simon Scott for putting himself forward for the position.
He thanked all the members of the WIDSFB the WIDSFB steering Group, the Clerk to the Board, and OHFT for all the work they have done and help they have given him during his time as chairman
1) Approval of minutes of previous WIDSFB meeting held on 20/02/25
The clerk mentioned that while WIDSFB meeting minutes are generally approved by email due to the need to submit to the Scottish government in timely fashion the short duration between the previous meeting and this EGM allowed for the last set of minutes to be approved in person.

Dickon Green proposed that the minutes be approved, Donnie Macdonald seconded.
2) Election of Chairman
The clerk confirmed that Victor Beamish had formally stood down as Board member representing Grimersta and had nominated Simon Scott as mandatory. All present agreed that Simon be elected on to the WIDSFB and was now eligible for election as chairman.

Dickon then formally resigned as chairman, effective after this EGM and all Board Members present agreed that Simon Scott be elected as the new chairman.
Simon thanked the Board and mentioned that he was delighted to take on the role of chairman, but that there had been certain conditions that needed to be met for him to consider the role, namely that no-one else wished to stand, that OHFT be happy, and that the clerk was happy to continue.

He noted the positive environment within the Board over recent years and that this was also a factor in his decision.

Kenny Maclennan asked the clerk to minute the Board’s thanks to Dickon for all he has done in his role as chairman.
3) Assessors revaluation
The clerk explained that the three yearly valuation of fisheries rateable value was due to take place in 2026, and that the assessor had been in touch asking if the WIDSFB wished to go ahead with this.
The clerk noted that the advice from FMS was that it was best to keep up to date with these revaluations.

All present agreed that this was sensible, and that the revaluation should go ahead.

4) Confirmation of minimum amount to be held in WIDSFB deposit account
The Clerk confirmed that the Board now had a high interest deposit account set up, and that funds could be transferred in and out of this account at any time. It was agreed that it was sensible to keep as much as possible in this account and that the minimum amount held in this deposit account be £10,000.

5) AOCB
It was agreed that a meeting of the Offshore Wind Farm sub-committee set up at the previous meeting should take place in the near future. A date is to be put in the diary once Dickon has been updated by Richard Davies.
It was also agreed that the WIDSFB steering group had worked well and should continue in its current form and the addition of new chairman Simon Scott. 
6) Date and time of next meeting

As agreed at the previous meeting the Autumn meeting will take place on Tuesday 4th November 2025 at 2PM in the Croft Suite, Caladh Inn, Stornoway and via Zoom. 
These minutes were approved and have been signed by:

Dickon Green
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Jason Laing
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